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Benjamin Franklin, investigated him, and pronounced
against his doctrine of animal magnetism, while leaving
the question of the reality of his.cures unsettled. The
practice of mesmerism went on without scientific recog-
nition, till about 1830, when a second commission, ap-
pointed this time by the Paris Academy of Medicine,
investigated it and reported that some of the cures were
genuine, not pronouncing on the theory of animal mag-
netism. Meanwhile, some of the outstanding facts of
the matter, the trance state, with its high suggestibility
and frequent absence of memory for it afterwards, had
been definitely observed. A little later, Braid, an Eng-
lish surgeon, gave the first really scientific account of the
condition of hypnosis, with a more rational interpreta-
tion than that of animal magnetism. From this time
on, some use of hypnotism was made by nerve special-
ists; but it was not till the time of Charcot and Liebault,
in the seventies, that the matter was thoroughly
threshed out and its psychological interest emphasized.
Quite a school of younger men, following Charcot, en-
deavored to obtain psychological information by the
use of hypnosis as a method of investigation.

Charcot's name is prominent also in the history of the
neuroses, hysteria especially; and his pupils, among
whom Janet and Freud are noteworthy, have made very-
serious attempts to fathom the psychology of these
baffling conditions and derive thence information for
normal psychology as well; since it has been felt that
these abnormal mental conditions simply show normal
functions acting in an exaggerated and unbalanced way.

Of recent years, psychology has been undergoing a
new influence. While the influences already mentioned